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Additional Class Composer of the Month resources. Best used at the start of the day/ after breaks/during quiet writing/reflection time.

Composer of the Month

Presented on the first Praise Assembly of every month.

Month Composer Information
and Title
January Wolfgang Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was born in Salzburg, Austria, where his father Leopold was a violinist
Amadeus and composer. Wolfgang (or Wolferl, as his family called him) was a child prodigy. He composed his
Mozart first piece of music at age five; he had his first piece published when he was seven; and he wrote his
first opera when he was twelve. By the time Wolfgang was 6, he was an excellent pianist and
violinist. He and his sister Maria Anna (known as Nannerl) travelled all over Europe performing for
K 467: Piano royalty.
Concerto 21
inC When he grew up, Mozart moved to Vienna, and tried to earn a living as a pianist and composer. But

he had a lot of trouble handling the fact that he was no longer a child prodigy. Mozart was still a
musical genius, but after he stopped being a cute kid, people stopped making a big fuss over him.
Back then, musicians were treated like servants, but Mozart did not, and could not think of himself as
a servant.

Mozart was only 35 when he died. During his short life, he composed in all different musical forms,
including operas, symphonies, concertos, masses, and chamber music. Today, he is still considered
a genius!
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To listen to all of his work, you would need 180 CDs. January 27" is Mozart’s birthday.
Mozart's 215t Piano Concerto is written for solo piano, flute, two oboes, two bassoons, two horns, two
trumpets, timpani and strings.

February

Edvard
Grieg
(1843-1907)

Peer Gynt: 1,
The Morning

Edvard Hagerup Grieg was a Norwegian composer and pianist. His use and development of
Norwegian folk music in his own compositions brought the music of Norway to international ears, as
well as helping to develop a national identity.

Grieg is the most celebrated person from the city of Bergen, with many buildings named after him
and statues of him around the town.

In 1876, Grieg was asked write some music for a performance of a play about the Norwegian fairy
tale, Peer Gynt.

March

Hubert
Parry
(1848-1918)

Jerusalem

Sir Charles Hubert Hastings Parr was an English composer, teacher and historian of music. Parry's
first major works appeared in 1880.

His orchestral works include five symphonies and a set of Symphonic Variations. He wrote several
books about music and music history, the best-known of which is probably his 1909 study of Johann
Sebastian Bach.

‘And did those feet in ancient time’ is a poem by William Blake. Today it is best known as the hymn
"Jerusalem", with music written by Sir Hubert Parry in 1916.

April

John
Newton
(1725-1807)

Amazing
Grace

John Newton was an English Anglican clergyman who served as a sailor in the Royal Navy and later
as the captain of slave ships. He became ordained as an evangelical Anglican cleric for two
decades, and also wrote hymns; the most well known being this one, Amazing Grace.
Newton started his career at sea at a young age, and worked on slave ships in the slave trade for
several years. After becoming a Christian, Newton eventually gave up his trade and became a
prominent supporter of abolitionism, living to see Britain's abolition of the African slave trade in 1807,

just before his death.
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May James James Roy Horner was an American composer, conductor and orchestrator of over 100 film scores.
Horner He was known his frequent use of themes linked to Celtic music.
(1953-2015) His score for Titanic is the best-selling orchestral film soundtrack of all time.
This piece of music is from the 1995 film, Braveheart.
For The Love
Of A
Princess
June Antonio Antonio Lucio Vivaldi was an Italian composer, virtuoso violinist, teacher, and priest. Born in Venice,
Vivaldi he is regarded as one of the greatest Baroque composers, and his influence during his lifetime was
(1678-1741) widespread across Europe.
He composed many instrumental concertos, for the violin and a variety of other instruments, as well
Concerto No. as sacred choral works and more than forty operas. His best-known work is a series of violin
2 in G minor, concertos known as the Four Seasons.
Op. 8, RV
315,
"Summer"
(L'estate)
July Amy Beach Amy Marcy Cheney Beach was an American composer and pianist. She was the first successful

(1867-1944)

Op. 15, No.
3: Dreaming

American female composer of large-scale music.

Her Gaelic Symphony, premiered by the Boston Symphony Orchestra in 1896, was the first
symphony composed and published by an American woman. She was one of the first American
composers to succeed without the benefit of European training, and one of the most respected and
acclaimed American composers of her time.

As a pianist, she was acclaimed for concerts she gave featuring her own music in the United States
and in Germany.
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Advent Term for 2020

September | Joby Talbot Joby Talbot is a British composer who has written for a wide variety of purposes and in a broad
(1971-) range of styles, including instrumental and vocal concert music, film and television scores, pop
arrangements and works for dance.
Once Around In 2004, Joby wrote 12 pieces for five instruments, one for each month of the year.
The Sun, I:
January - A
Yellow Disc
Rising From
The Sea
October Camille October 09, 1835 - December 16, 1921
Saint-Saéns | Like Mozart, Camille Saint-Saéns was a child prodigy. At 274 he could pick out tunes on the piano; at
the age of 3 he composed his first piece; and by 7 he was giving public concerts as a pianist and
The Carnival | organist. When he was 10, he made his public debut and offered to play any one of Beethoven's 32
of the sonatas from memory. He had total recall of anything he had ever read.
Animals Saint-Saéns was also a conductor, critic, music scholar, teacher and composer. Working in Paris, he

founded a society that supported an entire new generation of French composers. Despite these
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talents, he never quite lived up to expectations. While he composed operas, none were very popular.
His style of music was traditional and conservative and for the most part followed Classical traditions.
His best-known works are several concertos, an organ symphony and The Carnival of the Animals.

November Gustav Gustav Theodore Holst was an English composer, arranger and teacher.
Holst The Planets, Op. 32, is his seven-movement orchestral suite written between 1914 and 1916. Each
(1874-1934) movement of the suite is named after a planet of the Solar System.
In ancient Roman religion Mars was the god of war. Holst composed this piece in anticipation of the
Op. 32: 1. outbreak of World War One.
Mars, the Listen out for: The opening two harps, strings playing with the wood of the bow, timpani using very
Bringer of hard-headed sticks and the gong. There’s also a solo from the euphonium.
War
December Edward Sir Edward William Elgar was an English composer. Among his best-known compositions are
Elgar orchestral works including the Enigma Variations, the Pomp and Circumstance Marches, concertos

(1857-1934)

Op. 52, A
Christmas
Greeting

for violin and cello, and two symphonies.

Elgar was as the first composer to take the gramophone seriously. Between 1914 and 1925, he
conducted a series of acoustic recordings of his works. The introduction of the moving-coil
microphone in 1923 made far more accurate sound reproduction possible, and Elgar made new
recordings of most of his major works.




