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Threshold concepts Assessment targets 

Your child will be able to…. 

• Working scientifically 

 

• Seasonal changes – Winter 

 

• Materials  

 
• Identify and name common materials 
• Identify, classify, and group materials. 

• Describe and compare properties of common materials 
• Observe and sort materials 
• Research using secondary sources 

• Make predictions and perform tests 
• Observe the change in seasons 

Coverage 

 Materials 
We will be identifying everyday materials and exploring their properties. We will be investigating what materials will be 

suitable for different purposes. 

Key vocabulary Key questions your child should be able to answer by the end 

of the unit 

object, material, hard, soft, stretchy, shiny, dull, rough, smooth, bendy, 

waterproof, not waterproof, absorbent, not absorbent, transparent, opaque. 

Can you identify and name different materials? 
What material is your object made from? 
How do you know if a material is waterproof? 
What does it mean if a material is transparent? 
How do you know if a material is opaque? 
What would be the best material for an umbrella? 
What would be the best material for a blanket? 
What would be the best material for a house? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Information 

 

• Materials are what an object is made from. 
• If something is waterproof, it keeps water out 

and it keeps things dry.  
• If a material is not waterproof it lets water in.  

• If something is absorbent, it soaks liquid up. 

• If something is not absorbent, it does not soak 
up liquid. 

• Transparent objects can be seen through. 

• Opaque objects can’t be seen through.  

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Materials and Their Properties

plasticfabric

leather

metal

leaves

paper

rubber

Flexible
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Materials and Their Properties

brick

glass

wood

plastic

stone
ceramic

ice

metal
diamond

Hard

visit twinkl.com

Materials and Their Properties

fabric

rubber
leather

wool

cotton

Soft
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Materials and Their Properties

plastic

ice water

diamond

glass

Transparent

visit twinkl.com



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


